
HOW TO TELL IF 

 A SOURCE IS

SCHOLARLY                 

IN A LIBRARY

DATABASE 

                                                      present original research, are

written by researchers for researcher audiences, and

often undergo a peer-review process.** They include

some telltale signs like citations to other research, and

are published by a research institution or professional

organization. 

                                                are written for broader

audiences rather than scholarly ones. While they may

refer to research, they do not present original

research. Popular sources are never peer-reviewed,

often don’t include citations, and can be shorter - such

as news articles.

Apply a 'peer-reviewed' filter

Check the author(s), citations, and

publisher 

Plug the source into Ulrichsweb to

check if it is peer reviewed

(requires VPN - download it here!)

Ask a Librarian for help!

News sources and newspapers

Magazines and other journalistic material 

Primary sources 

Books written for broader audiences

(such as novels) 

Trade publications 

Statistical and data publications 

Sources lacking citations

POPULAR 

THIS HANDOUT IS

YOUR ROADMAP TO

UNDERSTANDING THE

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN

SCHOLARLY AND

POPULAR SOURCES!

Academic articles and journals 

Conference publications

Theses and dissertations 

Books written by and for researchers 

SCHOLARLY 

Try this!

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES?WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? 

**LEARN ABOUT PEER REVIEW BY AT PURDUE!

SCHOLARLY SOURCES 

POPULAR SOURCES 

https://uclalibrary.github.io/research-tips/get-configured/
https://www.library.ucla.edu/research-teaching-support/research-help
https://guides.lib.purdue.edu/eng106/scholarly-sources-and-peer-review

